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Calendar at-a-glance 

Understanding 
Chapter 713 
By Nick Molano, 
Esq. 

July 14th 
6:00 p.m. 
Duffy’s Sports Grill 
811 S. University Dr. 
Plantation, FL 
 

Digital Solutions to 
E-Discovery  
By James Vasquez  

July 26th  
12:00 p.m. 
Holland & Knight 
701 Brickell Ave.  
30th Floor 
 

Criminal and Civil 
Appeals: What's the 
Difference?  
By Nancy Wear, 
Esq. 
 

August 23rd  
12:00 p.m. 
Holland & Knight 
 
 

Filing Effective UCC 
Financing 
Statements Under 
Revised Article 9 
By Kevin Roberts, 
Esq. 
 

October 25th  
12:00 p.m. 
Holland & Knight 

SFPA Annual Fall 
Seminar: Social 
Media and the 
Paralegal 

September 27th 
8:00 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Banker’s Club  
One Biscayne Tower, 
14th Floor 
 

President’s Message 
Hello fellow South Florida paralegals.  We are 

now mid-year and it always seems to surprise me how 
time goes by so quickly. The heat is definitely on in 
our city! 

I am proud to say that your SFPA board and 
fellow members have been hard at work cooking up 
events and opportunities to offer.   

The topic of social media has permeated all 
aspects of our lives. Businesses are using it to capture 
audiences. Organizations use it for fundraising. And, 
Congressmen use it to accidently “tweet cheat.” 
Instant has become even more instant. And so, this 
year’s Fall Seminar will focus on just these issues. (See 
p. 5). We have an incredible lineup of experts in the 
legal and forensics fields on topics from accessing 
Smartphone data, to admissibility of social media 
evidence, the cloud and expectation of privacy. We 
will conclude the seminar with a panel discussion 
where you can ask questions and listen to recent case 
law development on social media.  

On a different note, I am saddened to say that the 
Florida legislature did not pass the bills on mandatory 
licensure of our profession. In addition, the Florida 
Bar has approved a minority opinion opposing 
mandatory regulation. (See p. 4). However, we know 
this will not be the end of the matter. Just ask any 
paralegal who’s been given a challenge. Mandatory 
regulation is not a matter of if, but rather, a matter of 
when. We will continue to keep you informed of all 
the latest news as it relates to the regulation. A 
wonderful source for you on this topic is the Florida 
Alliance of Paralegal Association’s website. A word of 
caution: do not leave the action to others. Remember, 
this is your profession and we all are accountable for 
having our voices heard.  

On a happier note, SFPA’s Broward Chapter’s 
Meet and Greet at Bokamper’s Grill was a smashing 
success! (See 9). I am happy to announce that the first 
Broward Chapter event has been scheduled for July 
14th, 6:00 p.m., at Duffy’s Sports Grill in Plantation. A 
big thank you to Debra Byrne-Mathews!   

A word to our student members: SFPA’s annual 
Scholarship Award for 2011 will be re-opened. The 
topic was selected by a committee and addresses issues 
of unauthorized practice of law. The winners will be 
presented with their check at the Fall Seminar (at no 
cost to winners). Deadlines will be announced soon. 
 

Continued on next page 
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Lastly, I am proud to say that several SFPA 
members, including board members, participated at the 
NALEO/AILA/CIMA Citizenship Day at St. Thomas 
University (See 11). Paralegals were trained on the 
citizenship form N-400 and were paired with local 
residents, most of whom did not speak English, to make 
a difference in their lives. If you participate in pro 
bono/community service work, please let us know. We’d 
love to hear about how you made a difference in our 
community.  

I look forward to meeting you at this year’s seminar! 
 
 
 

Sample Question from CP/CLA Review Manual 
 

The following is a sample question to test your knowledge. Somewhere in this issue is the correct 
answer. Can you find it? 
 
A law providing that no legal assistants may serve on board of directors of national banks 
would be a(n): 

a. ex post facto law. 
b. bill of attainder. 
c. ipso facto law. 
d. none of these is correct. 

Mayda Z. Nahhas, CP, is a senior 
litigation paralegal for Stearns Weaver 
Miller. Mayda has been a paralegal for 
over 14 years and participates in all 
aspects of trial preparation and 
participation. She currently serves as the 
President for SFPA and can be reached at 
mnahhas@sfpa.info.  
 
 

 
 

 
Do you like to write? Have an interest 
in a particular topic? Fancy yourself 

smart and funny? Email 
newsletter@sfpa.info with your ideas. 

 
Effective July 1, 2011, the application fee to obtain Florida 

Registered Paralegal status will be $145.00. The fee for applications 
submitted before July 1, 2011, remains $150.00.  

Don’t spend it all in one place now, ya hear? 
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Regulation Update 
 

As you may already know, both Senate Bill 1612 and 
House Bill 1149 proposing mandatory paralegal regulation 
(with oversight by the Florida Supreme Court) died in 
committee at the end of the 2011 regular legislative session in 
early May.   

During the same time frame, The Florida Bar again 
undertook a study of paralegal regulation. The Florida Bar 
Board of Governors appointed a Special Committee to Study 
Paralegal Regulation (Special Committee) at the request of 
the Florida Registered Paralegal (FRP) Standing Committee. 
The Special Committee was tasked with specific research 
tasks related to paralegal regulation, and they reached a 
decision, and recommended to the Florida Bar's Board of 
Governors that Florida Bar licensed attorneys who employ 
paralegals, must ensure they are compliant with Rule 20 (the 
FRP program) to be held out to the public as a paralegal. 

At the same time the Special Committee was 
conducting its review, another committee of The Florida Bar 
Board of Governors, the Program Evaluation Committee 
(PEC), also undertook a separate review of the FRP 
program, and ultimately opposed the majority 
recommendation of the Special Committee.  The Florida Bar 
Board of Governors approved the PEC’s recommendation at 
its meeting in Key West on May 27th, and declined to 
implement the Special Committee's recommendation of 
mandatory compliance with Rule 20 to be held out as a 
paralegal in Florida.  

The Florida Alliance of Paralegal Associations (FAPA) 
of which the South Florida Paralegal Association is a 
member, remains an active participant on the issue of 
paralegal regulation and has provided updates on both their 
legislation and the majority opinion recommended by the 
Special Committee. To quote FAPA’s president, Susan 
Levine, ACP, FRP, "If [The Florida Bar' s] action was not the 
'second step' for which you have been patiently waiting, then 
become more active with FAPA to initiate paralegal regulation 
overseen directly by the Florida Supreme Court, as proposed in 
our legislation. Together we can make paralegal regulation in 
Florida a reality. Please contact us to find out how you can 
help." As a member of SFPA, you are automatically a 
member of FAPA, and are subscribed to their mailing list. If 
you have any questions, you may also email FAPA 
admin@fapainc.org or visit their website for more 
information at: www.fapainc.org.     

Fellow paralegals, please stay informed and active.  It is 
no longer enough to “see what happens.” 
 

 

Recommended links 
 

Florida Bar article “Board votes to enhance 
Florida Registered Paralegal program.” 

 
Contact information for Florida Bar’s Board 

of Governors. Let your voice be heard. 
 

Regulation Information by NFPA 
(contains national and international regulation 
charts, presentations, sample legislations, and 

more) 
 

Florida Bar’s Florida Registered Paralegal 
Program (Rule 20) 

By Lisa B. Vessels, CP, FRP, FAPA Liaison 

 

Lisa Vessels is an administrator of 
a rules-based docketing software for 
Duane Morris, LLP. She is the 
Treasurer, FAPA liaison and 
webmaster for SFPA as well as 
NFPA’s Regulation Review 
Coordinator. She may be reached 
at lvessels@sfpa.info.  
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Banker’s Club 
One Biscayne Tower, Miami, FL 

September 27th, 2011 
8:00 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

 
Registration and Continental Breakfast 8:00 - 8:45 
 
What's in Your Mobile Device and How Do I Get It? 9:00 - 9:55 
 Speaker: Daniel Medina of Grant Thornton LLP 
 
How to Use Social Media as a Discovery Tool 9:55 - 10:50 
 Speaker: Ethan Wall, Esq. of Richman Greer, P.A. 
 
Break 10:50 - 11:00 
 
Laying the Foundation for the Introduction of Digital Evidence 11:00 - 11:55 

Speaker:  Robert D. Moody, JD CISA CISM ACE of Forensic Data Services, Inc. 
 
Lunch 12:00 - 1:15 
 
Legal Issues Relating to the "Cloud" and Social Networks 1:15 - 2:15 
 Speaker: Jorge Espinosa, Esq. of Espinosa Trueba, PL  

 
How Technology is Changing the Practice of Law 2:15 - 3:15 
 Speaker: Ury Fischer, Esq. of Lott & Fischer, PL 
 
Break 3:15 - 3:30 
 
Ethical Considerations with Respect to Privacy vs. Evidence Gathering  3:30 - 4:30 
 Speaker:  Ethan Wall, Esq. of Richman Greer, P.A. 
 
Vendor Give-away 4:30 - 5:00 
 
Panel Discussion:  Arguments for and against using social media as evidence 5:00 - 6:00 

 
Approved by NALA for 7 total CLE Credits with 1 Ethics Credit 

 
$125.00 for Members / $150.00 for Non-Members and Sustaining Members 

 
SPACE IS LIMITED - RESERVE YOUR SEAT NOW 

Visit www.sfpa.info and register today!  
 

SFPA’s Fall Seminar: Social Media and the Paralegal 
This year’s Fall Seminar will be held on September 27th from 8:00 a.m. to 6 p.m. at the Banker’s Club 

located at One Biscayne Tower, 14th Floor (valet is $7.00 with validation). The seminar will focus on legal 
issues relating to social media. It has been NALA approved for 7 total CLE credits with 1 Ethics credit. Below 
is the program along with information on where to register. In the next few pages, you will find short 
biographies on each of the speakers.  
 

Back to First Page 
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Daniel A. Medina 

Grant Thornton, LLP 
Dan Medina is a Director 

in Grant Thornton, LLP’s 
Forensics and Litigation 
Services practice. Dan’s 
practice spans across various 
specialties, including forensic 
accounting and litigation, 
forensic technology and 

t  
 

Ethan J. Wall, Esq. 

Richman Greer P.A. 

Dan obtained his Masters in Accounting 
Information Systems and Bachelor of Accounting 
from FIU. He is also a Certified Fraud Examiner 
(CFE). A full biography can be found here.  

 
Daniel A. Medina 

Grant Thornton, LLP 
801 Brickell Avenue, Suite 2450 

Miami, FL 33131 
T: 305.341.8056 

Daniel.Medina@us.gt.com 
www.grantthornton.com  

 
computer forensics. Dan’s forensic technology 
services include: identification of computer 
systems; analysis of remote access to computer 
network the collection, acquisition, preservation 
and analysis of electronic data; recovery of lost, 
hidden and deleted information, recovery of 
encrypted and password-protected data and Web 
hosting of same.  

 

Named in 2010 and 2011 
by Law & Politics Magazine 
as one of the “Florida Rising 
Stars” in its annual Florida 
Super Lawyers’ edition and 
by Florida Trend Magazine 
as one of Florida’s “Top Up 
& Comers,” Ethan Wall 
concentrates in complex 

 

 

 
commercial and intellectual property litigation 
with an emphasis on trademarks, trade secrets, and 
the internet. His practice focuses on complex 
litigation involving trademark infringement, unfair 
competition, and disputes over domain names in 
federal court. Ethan is also a frequent lecturer and 
publishes articles on the effect of social networking 
and the internet on the law.  
 

Ethan received his JD cum laude from Nova 
Southeastern University, as well as a Bachelor of 
Arts in Legal Studies, with honors from the 
University of Central Florida.  

Mr. Wall co-authored The Social Media Guide 
for Lawyers. The Social Media Guide provides best 
practices for attorneys and law firms, a "how to" 
guide for popular social media platforms, and 
sample social media policies for law firms. He also 
authors the firm's blog on social media at and 
tweets daily on social media and the law at. A full 
biography can be found here. 

 

Ethan Wall, Esq. 
Richman Greer, P.A. 

Miami Center, Suite 1000 
201 South Biscayne Boulevard 

Miami, Florida  33131 
T: 305.373.4050 

ewall@richmangreer.com 
www.richmangreer.com  
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Jorge is the founding 
member of Espinosa Trueba. 
His practice centers on the 
domestic and international 
protection of trademarks, 
patents, copyrights and 
customs related litigation and 
prosecution.  

 

Jorge Espinosa, Esq. 

Espinosa Trueba, PL 

 
In addition, Jorge has served as mediator on 

intellectual property matters. Jorge obtained his 
B.A. from FIU and his JD from University of 
Miami. He is board certified in Intellectual 
Property Law. Jorge has been named to the 
intellectual property category of Florida Trend 
Magazine's Florida Legal Elite for 2011. Florida 
Legal Elite recognizes the top tier of attorneys 
practicing in Florida as chosen by their colleagues. 

 

 

Jorge is also a frequent lecturer and publishes 
articles on intellectual property and social media. 
You may read more about Jorge here. He also has 
blogs on various topics, including social media and 
intellectual property, here and here.  

 
Jorge Espinosa, Esq. 

Espinosa | Trueba, PL 
3001 SW 3rd Ave. 
Miami, FL 33129 

305.854.0900 
jespinosa@etlaw.com  

http://www.etlaw.com  

Robert D. Moody, JD CISA CISM ACE  

Forensic Data Services, Inc. 
Rob Moody is a Partner in 

charge of the Forensic 
Technology practice at 
Forensic Data Services, Inc. 
He is certified in the areas of 
information systems auditing, 
technology security and 
computer forensics. Rob has 

id d provided assistance to a wide range of plaintiff and 
defense attorneys, businesses and governmental 
agencies for almost twenty years. He has served as 
an expert witness for civil matters in both state and 
federal courts. Rob has lectured for the American 
Bar Association, federal judges, law firms, CPA 
firms, and state law enforcement on the topics of 
data integrity and controls, information security, 
HIPAA and computer forensics. He has authored 
or co-authored several articles. 

 

Rob obtained his B.S. at Nova Southeastern 
University and his JD at St. Thomas University 
School of Law. He is a Certified Information 
Systems Auditor (ISACA), Certified Information 
Security Manager (CISM) and obtained hi 
certification in Computer Forensics from Oregon 
State University. A full bio may be found here. 

 
Robert D. Moody, JD CISA CISM ACE 

Forensic Data Services, Inc. 
7540 NW 5th Street, Suite #6 

Plantation, Florida 33317 
T: 954.727.1957  

 C : 954.854.6004 
Rmoody@forensic-data-svc.com  

www.forensic-data-svc.com   
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Ury Fischer, Esq. 

Lott & Fischer, P.L. 
Ury Fischer is a shareholder 
and founder of Lott & 
Fischer, PL. Mr. Fischer 
dedicates his practice to 
patent and trademark 
procurement and intellectual 
property litigation. Mr. 
Fischer's patent procurement 

i   

 

 
Practice concentrates in the areas of mechanical 
and electrical arts, software and business methods.  
Mr. Fischer's litigation practice concentrates in 
patent, trademark and copyright infringement, 
trade secret and unfair competition disputes, 
domain name arbitrations, and related alternative 
dispute resolution. 

Mr. Fischer obtained his B.S. at Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University in Engineering and 
Mathematics and his JD at University of Miami 
cum laude. Mr. Fischer is AV® rated by 
Martindale Hubbell, has been named a Florida 
SuperLawyer® since 2009 and has been included 
in the Best Lawyers® in America since 2006. Mr. 
Fischer is also a frequent lecturer and publishes 
articles on various patent law issues and internet 
law. A full bio may be found here. 

 
Ury Fischer, Esq. 

Lott & Fischer, P.L. 
355 Alhambra Circle, Suite 1100 

Coral Gables, Florida  33134 
T: 305.448.7089 

ufischer@lfiplaw.com  
  

 

 

The Club's quarters are located on the 14th Floor of 
One Biscayne Tower. Members and their guests enjoy a 
panoramic view of Biscayne Bay, Fisher Island, the Port 
of Miami, and Bayside Marketplace.  

Elegant yet comfortable and sophisticated, the décor 
projects sophistication amidst an ambiance of rich colors 
and textures, plush carpets, rich mahogany paneling, fine 
art and antiques, all accented by brass and French-cut 
crystal chandeliers.  

The Bankers Club of Miami 
One Biscayne Tower 

Miami, FL 33131 
(305) 374-1448 

http://www.thebankersclub.com/ 
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Broward Meet and Greet at Bokamper’s Grill 

The newly-formed Broward Chapter of the 
South Florida Paralegal Association (SFPA – 
Broward) recently held its Inaugural Meet & 
Greet at Bokamper’s Bar & Grill in Plantation on 
Thursday, May 26, 2011. We were delighted to 
have about 50 members, non-members and a few 
vendors in attendance.  US Legal Support and 
Legal Search Solutions, both of whom are avid 
supporters of the paralegal profession, sponsored 
this event.  

SFPA – Broward was created to expand 
SFPA’s mission by serving paralegals in Broward 
County, whose paralegal population has grown 
exponentially since SFPA’s inception, and who 
cannot logistically attend the Miami-Dade 
Chapter functions. 
 

Currently, SFPA-Broward’s events will 
consist of monthly CLE Dinner Meetings 
scheduled for the second Thursday of every 
month, along with community service events, 
holiday functions and possibly quarterly 
networking events. Our next event is scheduled 
for Thursday, July 14, 2011. You can register 
for this or any of our other events by visiting our 
website www.sfpa.info and selecting EVENTS. 
You can also learn more about membership in 
SFPA, if you’re not already a member. 

The Broward Chapter is currently led by 
me, Debra Byrne-Mathews, the Broward 
Chapter Committee Chair. I’m not able to do 
this alone (nor do I want too!), so if you’re 
interested in participating in the planning of 
SFPA-Broward events or just want more 
information, please reach out to me at 
dbmathews@sfpa.info.  

 

 

 

By Debra Byrne-Mathews 

Debra Byrne-Mathews is a senior corporate paralegal in the 
Contracts Management/Legal Department of Taleo 
Corporation, a leading provider of talent management 
software. Debra is a seasoned professional with over 20 years 
experience, who earned her paralegal credentials through 
hands-on experience and education. She earned her 
paralegal certificate from the American Institute for 
Paralegal Studies, with a specialty in Litigation and 
Dispute Resolution. She currently serves as Broward 
Chapter Committee Chair for SFPA and is involved in other 
volunteer activities, including Girl Scouts for the last 14 
years and the PTSA of Flanagan High and Pines Middle. 

 

 

Broward paralegals meet and greet each other at Bokamper’s 
Bar and Grill. 

SFPA-Broward Chair, Debra (right) with Dorothy Pitcher 

Our very own, 
Lisa Vessels, 
Treasurer, helps 
with the 
registrations and 
sign-ins with a 
smile. 
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Photos of Broward Meet & Greet 

  

 

Sponsor Reps Jody Shulman & 
Michelle Calder from US Legal 

Support liven the evening with their 
enthusiasm! 

Sponsor Reps Ralph Ortiz & Patrick Farley from 
Legal Search Solutions hand out gifts and goodies. 

 

 
Shirley A. Tegzes (left) and Pam Desanti (right) (Farmers 

Insurance Group), with Karen George, FRP (middle) 

Brooke Streicher and John Streicher 
(NRAI Corporate Services) enjoy 

the evening. 

 
Former SFPA treasurer Tina Babos (right) with two sister 

paralegals. Please email us if you know them and we will feature 
you in the next issue! 

  
Guess who? Email newsletter@sfpa.info if 
you recognize these shining faces and we will 
feature you in the next issue! 

Donna Garlicki from Atkinson Baker (left) with 
NALA Liaison and Education Chair Linda 

Nottestad. 
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Members Make a Difference at Ya Es Hora! Citizenship Day 

Give a little bit, get a lot. I was studying for the 
NALA CP exam, carting a Lexis Nexis booklet of 
the Constitution around with me, and I was feeling 
especially patriotic. At that precise moment, a 
paralegal friend of mine invited me to participate in 
the American Immigration Lawyers Association’s 
(AILA) national Citizenship Day at St. Thomas 
University School of Law on April 30, 2011.  This 
event was sponsored by AILA South Florida, St. 
Thomas University School of Law, the National 
Association of Latino Elected and Appointed 
Officials (NALEO) Educational Fund, and the 
Center for Immigrant Advancement, Inc. The Ya 
Es Hora! Citizenship Day is a nationwide event 
that provides free assistance to lawful permanent 
residents who wish to apply for citizenship.  
Volunteers were trained to help fill out forms and 
answer questions with the supervision of volunteer 
immigration attorneys. 

I was grateful for being able to give back to my 
community with my paralegal and people skills by 
delving into a new area of law.  After all, when was 
the last time you saw an N-400, Application for 
Naturalization? I had never seen one. I was 
surprised to learn that even a moving traffic 
violation could hinder the possibility of an 
applicant becoming naturalized.   

You will change after such a volunteering 
experience. I felt a deep level of appreciation for 
what was mine at birth -- US citizenship.  I was 
able to sympathize for those who immigrate to this 
country who, often leaving behind what they 
cherish most. Yes, their homes and professional 
status, but, most importantly, their loved ones.     

I was impacted the most, however, by the 
reminder that most people living in this country 
immigrated here.  Many of our ancestors have a 
similar story to tell; of sacrifice and risk, pursuing a 
dream, and of beginning a new life in a new 
country.   

 

 

When I left the immigration clinic, my heart 
was full. This was truly a great lesson in 
compassion and humility. It was a beautiful thing 
to see the CIMA representatives, who once 
applied for naturalization themselves, volunteering 
their services to others. When driving away from 
the location, I felt so grateful to have been of 
service.  I felt like I walked away with much more 
than I gave.    

In summary, a great quote comes to mind; 
“You make a living by what you get, but you 
make a life by what you give.” --Winston Churchill  

 
   

Center for Immigrant Advancement, Inc. Program Director 
Flor Esobar (middle) poses with board Membership Chair 
Sharon Staples (right) and Newsletter Chair Jessica Giraldo 
(left) at the AILA/NALEO/CIMA Ya Es Hora! Citizenship 
Day held at St. Thomas University 

By Margo M. Sarvari, SFPA paralegal member  

Margo is a paralegal studies graduate from the University of 
Miami and is anxiously awaiting the results of her NALA CP 
Certification exam. Most of her professional experience is 
derived from working in the securities investment industry. She 
has also worked with an attorney on guardian ad litem cases 
through Put Something Back. She can be reached at 
margosar@comcast.net.  

To find out how you can volunteer locally, see next page 
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The Center for Immigrant Advancement, 
Inc. (CIMA) is a non-profit organization created 
to make an impact at the local level in the South 
Florida area that advocates the needs and rights 
of all low income Hispanic immigrant families 
while creating a positive difference in the 
community and in the lives. CIMA is dedicated 
to protect the rights of Hispanic immigrants and 
assist them with their community and legal 
needs. CIMA advocates for immigration rights in 
Miami, offers immigration legal services, 
provides information and referrals, voter 
registration, citizenship drives, orientation for the 
community, volunteer opportunities, training in 
financial literacy, health and nutrition. By 
supporting CIMA’s goals you can help CIMA 
improve services to the community and their 
needs. United we make the difference! To 
volunteer, please contact: 
  

Center for Immigrant Advancement, Inc. 
809 SW 8th St., Suite 212 

Miami, Fl 33130 
 

Flor Castaneda-Escobar 
Program Director 

(305) 416-7902 
(786) 346-3828 

cimaorg@yahoo.com 

How can I help or participate? 
For Additional Assistance: 

 
NALEO Educational Fund 

National Office 
1122 W. Washington Blvd 

Third Floor. 
Los Angeles, CA 

www.yaeshora.info  
(888) VE-Y-VOTA / (888) 839-8682 

 
Lizette Escobedo 

National Director of Civic Engagement 
lescobedo@naleo.org 

 
****** 

 
American Immigration Lawyers Association 

1331 G Street, NW, Suite 300 
Washington, DC 20005-3142 

202-507-7600, main 
http://www.aila.org/  

 
 Susan Timmons, Esq. 

Manager, Pro Bono Programs 
202-507-7646 direct 
stimmons@aila.org  

 
Citizenship Day info can be found here. 

Answer to Sample Question from CP/CLA Review Manual 
 

A law providing that no legal assistants may serve on board of directors of national banks 
would be a(n): 

a. ex post facto law. 
b. bill of attainder. 
c. ipso facto law. 
d. none of these is correct. 

 
The correct answer is b) bill of attainder. A bill of attainder, as defined in Black’s Law Dictionary, is “a special 
legislative act prescribing punishment, without a trial, for a specific person or group.” Did you answer correctly? 
Take our review course if you need a refresher! 
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Welcome New Members! 
April - June 2011 

Cheri Byerley 
Haliczer Pettis & Schwamm, PA 

 
Jennifer Cunningham 

Haliczer Pettis & Schwamm, PA 
 

Marla De La Portilla  
Student - Miami Dade College 

 
Emilio Garcia 

Catholic Legal Services of Miami, Inc. 
 

Kathleen LaFrance 
Haliczer Perris and Schwamm, PA 

 
Michelle Maziarz 

Student - Globe University Online 
 

Gloria Perez 
Law Offices of Jay Rothlein 

 
Janet Rios 

Lockheed Martin, Inc. 
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Noteworthy Articles and Links 

Top Paralegal Blogs and RSS Feeds 
By Jessica A. Giraldo 

There is so much information in 
cyberspace that it’s a challenge for 
attorneys and paralegals alike to 
stay ahead of the curve. Luckily, 

 
 
 

 

Top 10 Pointers for New Paralegals: 

Climbing the Paralegal Ladder 
By Jamie Paye Collins 

 
If you are just entering the paralegal field or are a 

fairly inexperienced paralegal who wishes to climb 
the proverbial "paralegal ladder" more quickly - this 
article just for you! There are several things you can 
start doing today to turn that desire into a reality. It 
will not be easy and it will require extraordinary 
effort, initiative, ambition and persistence on your 
part, but if you are willing to "pay your dues," you 
will go farther faster, grow personally and 
professionally and evolve into a high caliber, top tier 
paralegal. The whole world will be at your fingertips. 
Okay, in reality, it will be a keyboard at your 
fingertips, but you will certainly reap all of the 
benefits. How can this be accomplished? By 
following the Top 10 Pointers set forth in this article.  

 
 

Top 10 Pointers for Use of  

Electronic Exhibits in Litigation 
By Karen C. Whalen, ACP, RP 

 
Despite the availability of courtroom technology, 

too many trial attorneys still use paper copies of trial 
exhibits and blowups on easels that the jury can 
hardly read. Some attorneys do not want to be 
bothered with electronic "gadgets" that can cause 
glitches and delays at the same time they are trying to 
ask questions, make objections, take notes, and 
manage the evidence, but technology can be simple 
to operate and extremely effective. Seeing the exhibit 
in dramatic color on easy-to-see monitors is helpful to 
the jury in understanding and retaining complex 
testimony, as jurors retain more information when it 
is presented visually as well as orally. Technology is 
an advantage not just for big firms or long trials. In 
fact, juries are coming to expect the use of technology 
in the courtroom. Read the rest here. 

 
These articles came from the Institute for Paralegal 
Education monthly newsletter. Members can subscribe by 
contacting IPE at ipefeedback@nbi-sems.com.  

 
there are professionals who have done the 
work for us by digesting the information in an 
easy to find place, via RSS Feeds (Really 
Simple Syndication - which, I promise, is 
really simple). RSS Feeds allow a user to get 
the most updated information on their favorite 
sites, right to their Favorites Bar or Inbox! You 
just designate which blogs or sites you want 
updates from. Look for the RSS icon on a 
site, hit “Subscribe to this Feed” then check 
your Favorites Bar (if you’re a visual person, 
like me, check out this video tutorial for 
Firefox and this one for IE). Now, why would 
you want to: you will have one place with 
updates from as many topics you want - from 
legal, technology, even fashion. What’s more, 
you can organize it by date, name, create 
folders, share with friends, etc. The links will 
stay in bold until you have read it, so you 
know right where you left off. With RSS 
Feeds, you can process vast amounts of 
information quickly and efficiently, perhaps 
while you wake up with your morning coffee. 
Below are some of the links I subscribe to - feel 
free to email me with your own favorites! 

• Above The Law  
• Jim Calloway's Law Practice Tips Blog 
• Attorney At Work 
• Sui Generis (law and technology) 
• Legal Office Guru (a favorite!) 
• Jim’s Paralegal Blog 
• Paralegal Pie 
• Paralegal Pundit 
• Paralegal Gateway 
• Patti’s Paralegal Page 
• Practical Paralegalism 
• Paralegal Hell  
• The Namby Pamby (hilarious!) 
• Superlegal Fun (love this one!) 
• The Empowered Paralegal 
• The Estrin Report 
• The New Professional (fashion) 
• Corporette.com (fashion) 
• A Paralegal’s Journey to Lawyerhood 
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New Member Profile: Dania Vazquez-Morejon, FRP 
Dania Vazquez-Morejon, FRP, is a litigation 

paralegal at Greenberg Traurig in Miami, Florida, 
specializing in Securities.  Dania has been in the legal 
field for over 18 years with experience in all aspects of 
litigation in Criminal, Bankruptcy, Family 
and Insurance Defense matters. She is an active member 
of the South Florida Paralegal Association, having 
recently been chair of the 2011 election committee.  She 
has also been a Notary Public since 1999.   

Dania holds a strong belief that it is important to 
stay grounded and to always give back to the 
community.  She volunteers for His House Children's 
Home, which provides residential care, foster and 
adoption services for abused, neglected and drug 
exposed children and their families and Heart Beat of 
Miami, a crisis pregnancy center. She currently mentors 
a graduate of Brown Mackie College from the Paralegal 
Studies Program, Class of 2010. In her spare time, 
Dania enjoys spending time with her husband, children, 
family and friends. 

 
 
 

What prompted you to choose a paralegal 
career?  I walked right into it, really, starting off as a 
receptionist in 1990 at a small boutique firm in Coral 
Gables. In a short amount of time I saw how the 
paralegals played such a key role in assisting the 
attorney.  I was drawn to their professionalism and in 
knowing that I too could be a part of making an impact 
in somebody's life by being part of their legal defense.  

What is your favorite part of your job? Being 
challenged continuously and dealing with the variety of 
cases I have encountered.  

How has your membership in paralegal 
associations benefited you?  I think participation in 
associations is key; it provides gateways of 
communication and knowledge. 

What has been the highlight of your 
career? Mentoring students with an interest in the 
paralegal profession. 

What do you see as hot trends in the paralegal 
industry? E-discovery tools and social networking.  

If someone contemplating a paralegal career asked 
you for career advice, what would your answer be? 
Make sure the legal training they receive is ABA 
approved, do an internship and welcome the challenges 
ahead. Work your case from the very beginning as if 
you were going to trial.  You will be a thousand steps 
ahead when and if the time arrives and always put in 
your time entries daily. 
 

Dania (right) with her husband Eddie. 

Is there a quote that inspires you? If you 
want to accomplish the goals in your life, you 
have to begin with the SPIRIT!   

You've enjoyed a successful paralegal career. 
To what do you attribute that success? GOD 
and great mentors I've had along the way.  

What is the most important step a paralegal 
can take to keep his or her career 
interesting? Stay out of your comfort zone and 
take on a new challenge.  Join professional 
associations and GET INVOLVED.   

What philosophy do you live by? Don't 
pretend to be someone you're not AND honesty 
is the BEST policy!  

What sports teams are you passionate 
about? Absolutely NONE. However here are 
some things you don't know about me: My 
favorite movie is "The Notebook.”  I have a 125 
pound Rottweiler named Savannah I 
enjoy reading poetry AND LOVE happy 
endings/success stories.  

What websites do you visit daily?   Google, 
Findlaw.com.  

Bonus Question: What's your favorite 
vacation getaway?  Caribbean vacation; Calgon 
take me away.... lol 
 

Want to share your story? Email 
newsletter@sfpa.info to find out how 

to be in the next issue of the SFPA 
Legal Journal! 
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NFPA News 
 

NFPA Annual Convention: Fall into Minnesota Colors 
October 13-16, 2011, Bloomington, MN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

NFPA rolled out there pilot of the PCC Exam 
(PDF brochure) at selected locations throughout the 
contiguous United States on June 11, 2011. The 
Candidate Handbook for the pilot exam is a very 
condensed version of the full Handbook, which is 
expected to be available by download in August 
2011. Any candidate with a passing score will be 
entitled to use the CORE Registered Paralegal 
(CRP) credential. The regular fee for the computer-
based PCC Exam will be $215.00 and it is expected 
to debut in November 2011. 

The Georgia Association of Paralegals has also 
put together a chart outlining the criteria for both 
the PCC and PACE exams here. (Thank you Linda 
McGrath-Cruz for that little nugget!) 

 

Additional questions may be directed 
to pcce@paralegals.org. 

 

 

 
• 24 Seminars on all sorts of topics (includes 

ethics): October 13 
• NFPA's Pro Bono Conference: October 14 

(free for NFPA members) 
• NFPA Region Meetings: October 14 (open to 

NFPA members) 
• NFPA Annual Meeting and elections of 

certain officers: October 15-16 
 

Fees vary for these events, click here for details 
 

Don’t miss NFPA®’s annual Pro Bono Conference held on Friday, October 14, 2011 in conjunction 
with the Annual Convention in Minneapolis, MN. Eric T. Cooperstein is the featured Ethics speaker. 
He has a solo practice devoted to ethics consulting and representation, including defending lawyers 
against ethics complaints, providing advice and expert opinions and representing lawyers in fee disputes 
and law firm break-ups. He is a frequent lecturer and writer on legal ethics. Eric will discuss real-life 
ethical predicaments that may and do arise for both the paralegal. Topics include what to do if offered any 
form of compensation, what to do if assigned a task beyond your training, what to do if you overhear 
another volunteer giving legal advice, and more. 
 
The Region III Meeting was held on April 8-9, 2011 in South Bend, Indiana, hosted by the Michiana  
Paralegal Association (yes, Michiana). During the Region III Meeting, we conducted a breakout session 
where we discussed "Strategic Planning for Associations." The topics covered were: financial stability, 
membership, marketing, professional development, student membership, and vendor support.  
 
Login to the Members Only page on www.paralegals.org to see the 2011 Joint Conference Materials. 
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Board of Directors &  

Committee Chairs 
 

President 
Mayda Nahhas, CP 
mnahhas@sfpa.info 

 
Vice President 

Lissette Jimenez-Yahia, MBA 
lyahia@sfpa.info 

 
Treasurer 

Lisa Vessels, CP, FRP 
lvessels@sfpa.info 

 
Secretary 

Vivian Fusco, CP 
vfusco@sfpa.info 

 
NALA Liaison 

Linda Nottestad, CP, FRP 
lnottestad@sfpa.info 

 
NFPA Liaison 

Nora Portuondo, CP, FRP 
nportuondo@sfpa.info 

 
Education Committee 

Linda Nottestad, CP, FRP 
 

Employment Committee 
Vivian Fusco, CP 

 
Bar Liaison Committee 

Neysa Broche, FRP 
nbroche@sfpa.info 

 
FAPA Liaison Committee 

Lisa Vessels, CP, FRP 
Nora Portuondo, CP, FRP 

 
Membership Committee 

Sharon Staples, FRP 
sstaples@sfpa.info 

 
Webmaster 

Lisa Vessels, CP, FRP 
 

School Liaison Committee 
Aidy Rodriguez, CP, FRP 

arodriguez@sfpa.info  
 

Ethics Committee 
Vacant 

 
 

 

About SFPA Legal Journal 
 

The SFPA Legal Journal is published quarterly and is the official 
publication of the South Florida Paralegal Association. 

Subscriptions are included in SFPA membership. The deadline for 
articles or submissions of any nature and advertising space for the 

October - December issue is November 1st. Please email us at 
newsletter@sfpa.info for details. 

Publishing Policy 
 

Articles printed in the SFPA Legal Journal express the opinions of 
the individual authors and do not necessarily represent the formal 

position of SFPA. Letters to the Editor can be sent to 
newsletter@sfpa.info.  Acceptance of advertising does not 

constitute SFPA endorsement. All materials are subject to editorial 
revision. Any errors or omissions in the SFPA Legal Journal should 
be reported as soon as possible to SFPA, at newsletter@sfpa.info 

for correction in the next issue. 
 

Want to be published? 
 

We encourage our readers to contribute original articles. If you 
have expertise in a particular field, or knowledge in a particular area 
or subject, we welcome you to share it with us! Even if you do not 

have a topic and you would like to do an investigative report, email 
your thoughts to Newsletter@sfpa.info. 

Get Involved! 
 

SFPA needs your help. If you would like to serve on a committee, 
please email President Mayda Nahhas at mnahhas@sfpa.info. 
There are several committees that need volunteers: Newsletter 

Committee (quarterly), Ethics Committee and various other ad hoc 
committees throughout the year.  

Newsletter Committee Staff 
Editor-in-Chief   Jessica A. Giraldo 

 
Assistant Editor          Mayda Nahhas 

 
Production Assistant       Lisa Vessels 

 
Contributing Writers   Margo Sarvari  

Debra Byrne-Matthews 
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